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Power Shift and Biden Administration’s Strategic Adjustments and Quandary

Jie Dalei
Abstract: The Obama, Trump and Biden administrations all face a similar strategic challenge,
i.e., in the midst of power transition, how to sustain U.S. dominant influence in multiple regions
(Europe, the Middle East and the Indo—Pacific)? The Biden administration has made efforts
along three lines: completing the total withdrawal from Afghanistan while trying to maintain
the U.S. credibility; safeguarding the U.S. interests in the conflicts in Europe and the Middle
East while trying to avoid escalation; pushing for collaboration between U.S. allies in Europe
and the Indo—Pacific. These efforts have paid off to a limited certain extent, but they have not
solved the more fundamental problem of the mismatch between resources and objectives.
Key words: Biden Administration; Power Transition; Strategic Adjustments
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Biden Administration’s Minilateral Security Cooperation in South China Sea and Its Im-
pact on ASEAN’s Centrality

Wang Daozheng
Abstract: Since the Biden administration came to power, the United States has strengthened
its involvement in the South China Sea issue by promoting the construction of mini—multilat-
eral mechanisms, resulting in a flourishing minilateral cooperation in the Indo—Pacific region.
The Biden administration’s South China Sea policy inherits the core logic of the Trump admin-
istration. At the same time, there have been new changes and developments in the depth of
minilateral cooperation, security strategy planning, and the use of military force. On the one
hand, the Biden administration has newly established a series of minilateral security mecha-
nisms, such as the trilateral security partnership between Australia, the UK, and the United
States, SQUAD, and the trilateral security partnership between Japan, Philippines, and the United
States. On the other hand, the Biden administration has comprehensively upgraded QUAD,
deepened the U.S. —Japan—South Korea and U.S.-Japan—Australia trilateral relations. Its
construction of a minilateral cooperation in the South China Sea issue has impacted the multi-
lateral norms and effectiveness of “ASEAN’s centrality”, Although the United States has
attempted to build a minilateral cooperation to contain China, the overlapping content of coop-
eration and the different intentions and willingness of members to participate will limit the
role of the relevant minilateral cooperation.

Key words: South China Sea Dispute; Biden Administration; Minilateral Cooperation; ASEAN
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