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Anti-Intellectualism in American Politics: Manifestations, Origins,
and Consequences
Liu Yanjun and Zhou Liwei «-+eeeeeeereeeemmemmmmiimiiiiiiiiiii. (40)

Focusing on anti-intellectualism in American politics, this paper sur-

veys the literature and analyzes the conceptualization, manifestations, cau-
ses, and consequences of anti-intellectualism. Anti-intellectualism is con-
ceptualized to include anti-rationalism, anti-elitism, and unreflective in-
strumentalism and is also extended to include anti-expert and anti-profes-
sional knowledge. Manifested as both explicit anti-intellectual opinions and
internal anti-intellectual beliefs, anti-intellectualism in political life is
mostly embodied in the words and deeds of various political actors against
rationality, intellect, intellectuals, and experts. While definitely driven by
individual predispositions and other cognitive factors, anti-intellectualism in
American politics could be traced back to the history of American religious,
political, and social development. Changes in the media and information
environment have intensified its dissemination and cultivation. More impor-
tantly, the two-party and presidential systems, the rise of populism, and
public fear of technocracy in the U.S. have made it a feasible political strat-
egy. Anti-intellectualism is changing political behaviors of both the masses
and elites and challenging American democracy. Reflecting the deep-seated
tensions between knowledge and politics, and technocracy and democracy,
anti-intellectualism goes beyond the U.S. and serves as a nuanced perspec-
tive for rethinking the crisis of democracy and the dynamics of governance

in an increasingly unequal modern world.
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“Deep State” in America: Reality and Myth
Jie Dalei  oveeeerenrernneriniiinie (72)

“Deep state” is a borrowed concept in American politics, yet it quick-
ly became a buzzword during the 2016 presidential election and the inaugu-
ration of Donald Trump. This article focuses on the U.S. bureaucratic sys-
tem and the relationship between the White House and career bureaucrats
to shed light on the controversy about the “deep state”. On the one hand,
the diversity of the U.S. career bureaucrats and the relative openness of its
bureaucratic system means that it is impossible that a systematically organ-
ized and secretive “deep state” exists. On the other hand, during the
Trump administration, the tension between the White House and the bu-
reaucratic system had reached a new high. Out of reasons of constitution

and law, professional norms, and policy disagreements, career bureaucrats



resisted certain orders from above through foot-dragging, leaks, resigna-
tions, and appealing to inspectors general and Congressional committees.
The White House attempted to exert tighter control over the bureaucracy via
centralization and politicization. The dynamics of the interaction between
the White House and the bureaucracy reflected Trump’s populist approach
and the structural tension of the U.S. constitutional order, as well as the
general challenge of balancing the professionalism and autonomy of bu-

reaucracy and its political control.

The Continuity and Stability of U.S. International Climate Policy
—A Case Study of America’s International Development
Finance Corporation’s Climate Policy
Zhao Xingshu ++eeeeeeseeesernmmmiimmiiii

Since the 1990s, several fundamental changes have taken place in U.
S. international climate policy. Compared to the volatility and instability of
the White House’s international climate position, the climate policy of U.S.
federal agencies shows strong continuity and stability. As an important in-
ternational development finance institution and an international climate in-
stitution, the U.S. International Development Finance Corporation’s climate
policy is not completely consistent with the White House’s position. This is
a result of the Corporation’s own international strength, changes in federal
policies, trade-offs in Congress, domestic environmental practices, and in-
ternational competition. Before the Paris Agreement, the U.S. International
Development Finance Corporation was far ahead of its international counter-
parts in climate action. After the Paris Agreement, the U.S. International
Development Finance Corporation failed to update its climate policy, thus
appearing to be lagging behind. It is expected that in the future, with the
Biden administration’s international climate policy advancement and intense
international competition, the U.S. International Development Finance Cor-

poration will further strengthen its climate action.

The U.S. Satellite Export Control Policy toward China during
the Post-Cold War
Liu Zlkul and Liu Xiaolin .............................................
After the Cold War, the connotation of China-U.S. strategic relations
showed fundamental changes. The United States regards China as a poten-
tial rival and even a major strategic opponent, and has been strengthening
its export control toword China to prevent the export of satellites and related
technologies that will help Chinese military forces improve. Judging from
the results of the U.S. satellite export control toward China, although the U.

S. satellite export control toward China did have a negative impact on the



