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Mass Mobilization and Mobilized Governance: A Novel Perspective on
Chinese Governing Style

WANG Wei-hua
(Center for Chinese Global Affairs, Peking University, Beijing 100871; School of Law,
Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract; Mobilization could be adopted as a governing means to address public issues. By
reconceptualizing the term ‘mobilization” in the Chinese context based on three basic factors
influencing people’s behaviors, namely, exchange, coercion, and mobilization, this paper proposed
a novel analytic framework of governing styles. Under different social circumstances, the various
adoptions of the three basic factors are in correspondence with three types of governing
mechanisms, which are, mobilized governance, bureaucratic management, and market-based
settlement. In reality, the configuration of these basic factors adopted to different degrees will
generate different governing styles. Mass mobilization techniques and working styles obtained in
the revolution era remained effective after the Chinese Communist Party took its ruling position.
Against the backdrop of the modernization of developing countries, the mobilized governance based
on the mass mobilization constituted a necessary supplement to the bureaucratic management and
the market-based settlement mechanisms. It was a topic of theoretical and realistic significance to
rediscover the values in mobilized governance so as to explore an innovative developing path for
China with both distinctive Chinese characteristics and the universal applicability.

Key words: mass mobilization; Chinese Communist Party; state governing style; mobilized

governance



