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Abstract

The basic goal of Rousseau's political philosophy is to deduce the origin of human moral life
from material inevitability, and to construct an ideal political order based on the origin to realize
freedom. In his own works, Rousseau constructed a trinity order, including natural order, realistic
social order and ideal political and moral order, with natural order as the core. The natural order is
the logical starting point of the relationship between freedom and order, used as a weapon to criticize
the actual social order, and as the template to build the ideal order. As for natural law, the basic law
that maintains the consistency of freedom and order in the state of nature, the reason why it has
great research value is that it is an important theoretical basis for Rousseau to criticize modernity,
and a bridge between what is and what should be.

However, the academic research on Rousseau's natural law often has the following problems.
Firstly, since Rousseau’s discussion of natural law is relatively scattered and vague, it is difficult to
clarify the connotation and extension of this concept. Secondly, scholars have no consensus on
whether the reason, emotion or the spontaneity of consciousness makes people understand and
follow natural law in Rousseau's thought. Thirdly, what role does Rousseau's natural law play in his
political theory?

In order to answer the above questions, this paper starts from the concept of Rousseau's
natural law, dividing the concept through literature analysis and comparative research. His concept
of natural law has two distinct dimensions, including the laws of nature in the physical world and
the nature laws in the moral world. The natural law in the moral order mainly includes the following
four meanings and usages. First, the natural law is the law of equality. Second, the natural law is the
freedom law. Third, Rousseau narrows the boundaries of natural law by criticizing some
unreasonable discourses of classical law-of-nature school. Fourth, Rousseau lends legitimacy to his
other political theories by using this term.

Regardless of the meaning of the above, Rousseau believed that people obey natural law out
of natural emotion “conscience”, instead of reason. His departure from rationalism in the tradition
of natural law is out of his epistemological path of "sensation—reason—knowledge" and his
aesthetic-liberal theodicy. Nevertheless, due to the limited persuasiveness of his epistemology and
theosophy, and the inherent contradiction between them, Rousseau's natural law lacks universality
and coercion. Under these circumstances, hoping to find a realist substitute for natural law, he turned
to legislate with the universal will of mankind, making his natural law thought lose the meaning
given by traditional thinkers. Indeed, natural law provides a template for general will. The norms of
realizing freedom in the social state refer to the laws governing natural man in the natural state.
Finally, Rousseau establishing a balance point between human nature and free order, will and

obligation.
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